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MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE WEST MIDLANDS WAR PENSIONS 
COMMITTEE HELD ON TUESDAY 20 MAY 2008 AT VWS, FIVE WAYS HOUSE, 

BIRMINGHAM AT 11.00 AM 
 

 
 
Present:   Mike Burrows BEM - Chair 
    John Atherton 

Bob Belding  MBE 
    Margaret Britton 
    Harold Canning MBE 
    Fred Davies 
    Edward Drake 
    Ray Griffiths 
    Derek Johnson 
    Gary Kibblewhite 
    Brian Lenthall 
    Mike Morris 
    Stan Taylor 
     
                                              
In Attendance: Maria Godfrey – Clerk to the Committee 
    Dennis Tideswell – Guest 
 
 
STATUTORY RULES AND ORDERS 
 
Copies of the Statutory Rules and Orders were tabled for the information of 
members. 
 

1. WELCOME 
 
The Chair welcomed all members to the meeting.   
   

2. APOLOGIES 
 
Apologies were received from Ken Fisher.  
 

3. DECLARATION OF INTEREST 
 
There were no declarations of interest of a financial or pecuniary nature. 
 

4. MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 
The Chair signed the minutes of the previous meeting, having been circulated in 
advance, as a true and accurate record of the meeting held on 19 February 2008 
after a grammatical correction was made to page 5. 
 
Proposed by –John Atherton, Seconded by –Edward Drake.  
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5.   REVIEW OF ACTION POINTS  
  

a) Consultation 
 

 

b) Raise Awareness  
  
AP1 08/06   Disregard Letters Ongoing 
  
Those local authorities who have not replied to be issued with 
a strong reminder from the Chair. 

AP1 08/06 
Clerk 

  
AP3 11/07   Contact with Primary Care Trusts Cleared 

  
Letters have been sent to 16 Primary Care Trusts  
  
AP2 02/05   WM Job Shadowing  Cleared 
  
All members who showed an interest in the Job Shadowing 
exercise have had the chance to visit with a Welfare Manager.  
Harold Canning and Edward Drake asked if they too may 
accompany a WM as it is some time since they have visited.  
Chair confirmed that any member may ask to do so at any time 
as part of their monitoring role.  VWS to be approached. 
Ray Griffiths was very impressed with the work done by Linda 
Stokes and all WPC members who have worked with her 
agreed that she is an outstandingly hard working person.  
Chair asked for a letter of appreciation to be sent to Linda by 
the Clerk. 

 
 
 

AP1 05/08 
Clerk 

 
 
 
 

AP2 05/08 
Clerk 

  
AP1 11/07      Best Practice Event Ongoing 
  
The Clerk contacted the Training Coordinator who has advised 
that a Best Practice Event on the Very Seriously/Seriously 
Injured, is due to be held 9/10 July 2008, just outside Stratford 
upon Avon.  At the moment the event is full but if any places 
become available spaces will be offered to WPC members, as 
day delegates only.  Names to be passed to the Clerk. 

 
 
 
 
 

AP3 05/08 
All members 

  
AP2 11/07      Norcross Visits Ongoing 
  
John Atherton, Bryan Lenthall, Mike Morris and Gerry 
Fairbrace have all been listed to attend the Norcross 
Familiarisation Training.  Invitation letters will be issued via the 
Clerk, 

 

c) Assist Individual War Pensioners and War Widows 
 

d) General Action Points 
  
AP4 08/05    Guest Speakers Ongoing 
  
The Chair announced that Captain Russ Atherton would be  
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speaking after lunch. 
Debbie Pritchett of the Community Safety Bureau (part of West 
Midlands Police), put forward by Margaret Britton, is to be 
invited to speak at the meeting in November 2008.  The Chair 
asked for suggestions for 2009 to be put forward.  

 
 
 

AP4 08/05 
All members 

  
 
Sub Group Action points 

 

AP1 11/07 to be discussed under Item 6 on the agenda.  
  
  
6.   SUB GROUP REPORT  
  
Notes of the sub group meeting held on 12 March 2008 had 
been distributed prior to the meeting.  Harold Canning thanked 
all the members who attended that meeting. 
 
2008 
 
The Memorial Arboretum, Alrewas – Venue was rejected. 
 
Visit to Wedgewood Potteries – Harold Canning reported that 
changes are being made to the visitors centre this summer.  It 
is a venue that will be put forward for the summer of 2009.  He 
thanked Derek Johnson for the contact at Wedgewood. 
 
Birmingham Canal Trips –  Not suitable for elderly or disabled 
guests. 
 
Severn Valley Ferry Co – The cost and the low numbers 
allowed is restrictive so this location cannot be considered. 
 
Falconry Centre, Hagley, Nr Kidderminster. – The sub group 
agreed that this venue would be very suitable.  Two dates have 
been booked, 24 June and 1 July 2008.  The centre can take a 
maximum of 40 each day.  Harold Canning suggested 5 
committee members attend each event and asked for names to 
be given to the Clerk. 
Bob Belding is concerned at the low uptake as a total of only 
18 replies for both dates have been received.  The Chair said 
he is confident that the required numbers would be reached.  
Further invitations can be issued by the Clerk. 
 
Christmas 2008 
 
Harold Canning and Bob Belding looked at locations in the 
Coventry area and have provisionally booked a Christmas 
lunch at the Weston Hall Hotel, Bulkington, Nr Coventry for 
Tuesday 9 December 2008.  The cost will be £14.95 per 
person for a 3 course lunch including tea/coffee on arrival.  
Lunch is to be held in the Manor Suite which will be for the sole 
use of the War Pensions Committee.  A firm booking will be 
made once the approval is given by the committee.  All agreed 
that it was an ideal choice.  Harold Canning asked if the local 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Sub group AP1 
05/08 

All members 
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mayor should be invited.  John Atherton thought it a good idea 
to do so.  The Chair agreed that it helps raise the profile of the 
West Midlands War Pensions Committee.   
Edward Drake asked if an approach for funding had ever been 
made to the Masonic organisations.  He will pass on details to 
the treasurer. 
The Chair passed on the appreciation of all members for the 2 
excellent events organised by Harold Canning, Bob Belding 
and the sub group. 
 
 
 

7.  TREASURER’S REPORT 
                                                      £ 
Previous Balance as at             1489.00 
12/02/08 
 
Income                                          Nil 
 
Expenditure                                  60.00  
 
Balance as at 19/05/08             1429.00              
 
Bob Belding said that he had received responses to the 
begging letters sent.  All appreciated the summary of last 
year’s events that accompanied the letters.  The RAF 
Association have agreed to contribute £900 and the Not 
Forgotten Association have responded by agreeing to pay half 
the cost of the Christmas meal, once they receive confirmation 
that the deposit has been paid by the Committee.  The Army 
Benevolent Fund and the Royal Naval Association have not 
replied. 
Bob Belding has also written to a local organisation called the 
Gentleman’s Night Out.  They have agreed to make a 
‘substantial donation’ but no figure had been given. 
Fred Davies asked if funding is available from SPVA.  Bob 
Belding confirmed that there are no funds available from 
government departments. 
Stan Taylor asked for details of the Walsall event to be passed 
to him by Bob Belding, to enable him to go to the new Mayor of 
Walsall with a request for donation. 
 
The Committee agreed to accept the treasurer’s report as 
presented. 
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8. CHAIRMAN’S REPORT  
 

Information distributed during lunch: 
 
.  COBSEO Guidelines No1 of 2008 
 
.  Medical Policy Update 
 
.  Assistant Director Pensions Report to Committee 
 
The Chair attended the Chairs Conference in Blackpool 8/9/10 
April 2008.  The minutes will be distributed when available. 
 
The War Disablement Pension claim form is being amended 
and reduced by 5 pages.  The Chairs were asked to give their 
comments and amendments have been suggested. 
 
The Clerk will arrange to distribute the Abbreviated Transcript 
of the Veterans Plenary Q&A Session held on 13 March 2008. 
 
The new WPC Leaflets and Posters are available for members 
to take away.  These were designed by the West of Scotland 
WPC Chair. 
 
The next Chairs Conference will take place 29/30 September 
2008.  The Minister will be in attendance.  The Chair asked that 
any questions to be put to Minister should be passed to him.  
Questions need to be at the Focal Point by 25 July 2008. 
 
 
 

. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP5  05/08 
Clerk 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

AP6 05/08 
All members 

  
9. VA/WELFARE REPORT 

 
Chrissie Lancaster from the WPC Focal Point continues to 
advise Chairmen of important national issues through issue of 
the Chairmen’s Notes. 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
 
A new ‘Request to Visit’ target has been in place for Welfare 
Staff since 1 April 2008.  The target is ‘To arrange 95% of VWS 
visits within 10 days of a request to visit’. 
 
There are new prints of forms WPA003- CAA and WPMS.  
There is no longer a request for information to be obtained 
from GP.  Medicals will be arranged if SPVA need up to date 
medical information.   
 
An all staff meeting was held in Birmingham on 19 March 2008.  
At this meeting staff were advised that senior management are 
looking at the future of the Welfare Service and the locations of 
offices.  This has been brought about as many leases in DWP 
buildings are due to expire. 
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Many options are being considered but at present the preferred 
option is the setting up of 5 Welfare Centres in existing MOD 
sites.  Admin staff would be based at these centres with WMs 
having satellite bases.  Further details are expected later in the 
year. 
 
Training 
 
Benefits Refresher Training was provided for all staff on 28 
February 2008. 
 
Resources 
 
Birmingham 
 
Linda Smith has left the Welfare Service and RWM is actively 
seeking a replacement. 
 
Helen Parker will be leaving on 6 June 2008 to join the 
Defence Vetting Agency.  The advert to replace her went out 9 
May 2008. 
 
Finally the Clerk announced that she will be leaving on 30 
September 2008, taking early retirement, for personal reasons.   
 

 
 
10. GUEST SPEAKERS – Captain Russ Atherton MERCIAN 

  
After being welcomed by the Chair, Captain Atherton 
introduced himself.  He was commissioned in 2000 into the 
Staffordshire Regiment, now the Mercian Regiment.  He has 
served in Kosovo, Iraq and Afghanistan.  He is currently an 
instructor at the Infantry Battle School at Brecon.  He gave an 
informative slide show presentation of his personal experiences 
of a serving soldier in Afghanistan. 
Following the presentation WPC members were given the 
chance to ask questions and make comments. 
The Chair formally thanked Captain Atherton on behalf of the 
Committee for giving up his time to speak to the group.  

 

 
11. AOB 

      
Edward Drake asked about the number of Welfare Support Visitors.  The Chair 
confirmed that the numbers are relatively small.  Edward expressed his 
disappointment that they are not being used as in the past. 
 
Derek Johnson announced that Stoke on Trent are having a commemoration for 
Veterans on 22 June 2008 organised by Stoke City Council and the Borough of 
Newcastle.  Derek and Dennis Tideswell are part of the organising committee. 
 
The Clerk confirmed that help will not be required from the WPC for the Veterans 
Awareness event due to be held in Birmingham.    She thanked them for their offer of 
assistance. 
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Finally, the Chair announced, that due to an increase in his workload at Combat 
Stress he would be resigning as Chair of the West Midlands WPC.  He is to write to 
Minister to formally tender his resignation.  He hoped that a successor would be 
appointed before the next Chairs Conference.  He asked for anyone interested in 
applying for the position to speak to him after the meeting. 
Bob Belding said that he and the whole Committee appreciated the professional and 
expert way he has handled his position as Chairperson.  
     

 
13. Dates of Next Meetings  

 
The next meeting will take place at Audley Court on 19 August 2008.  Maps showing 
its location will be issued in due course.  The Chair asked members to park on the 
road as the car park usually fills very early. The last meeting of the year will be held 
18 November 2008 at Birmingham VWO.  
 
 
There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 14:00 


